Protests have been raised in many quarters against the statistics collected by the officials of the Metropolitan Asylums Board in regard to the results of treatment by antitoxin, but although there may be a certain amount of force in some of these objections, a careful re-examination of the statistics has convinced us that, whatever allowance one may have to make for possible errors, there is a substantial balance in favour of antitoxin.
Such being the case it is satisfactory to find that this conclusion is supported by certain returns recently issued by the Imperial Board of Health of Prussia.
They have published two maps of that country, coloured to show the mortality from diphtheria in the various parts of the kingdom in the periods 1885-94 and 1895-97 respectively. These periods represent the time before and the time after the general introduction of antitoxin in the treatment of diphtheria, it being only since the year 1894 that the supply has been unlimited and its use practically imperative. Now during the first-mentioned period the mortality averaged lo'o for the whole country, while it fell at once in 1895 to 9*0 per cent., in 1896 to 7*6 per cent., and in 1897 to 6'2 per cent. This shows that a very sudden and a THE HOSPITAL. 
